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new Delhi 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
US President Joe Biden and oth-
er Quad leaders are expected to
deliberate on the challenges and
opportunities in the Indo-Pacif-
ic as well as pressing global is-
sues at their summit talks on
May 24 in Tokyo.
Modi is visiting Japan on
May 23 and 24 to attend the
summit.
Foreign Secretary Vinay Mo-
han Kwatra said on Saturday
that the upcoming summit
would provide the leaders
with an opportunity to take
stock of  the progress made so
far under the Quad framework
and give guidance for the fu-
ture.
Apart from participating in
the Quad summit, Modi would
also hold bilateral meetings
with Biden, Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida and
his Australian counterpart.
Modi will also engage with
the Japanese business commu-
nity and the Indian diaspora.

"Quad cooperation is an-
chored in the shared values
and commitment to the princi-
ples of  democracy, interna-
tional law, rules-based inter-
national order as also the vi-
sion of  a free, open and inclu-
sive Indo-Pacific," Kwatra said
at a media briefing.
"Since its first summit, Quad
has been working to imple-
ment a positive and construc-
tive agenda with a strong fo-
cus on enabling peace, pros-
perity and stability in the
Indo-Pacific region," he said.
Asked whether China's ag-
gressive behaviour in the re-
gion including along its bor-

der with India would figure in
the Quad summit, Kwatra said
the leaders are expected to de-
liberate on "challenges and op-
portunities" in the Indo-pacif-
ic region in accordance with
the agenda of  the delibera-
tions. To a question on India's
stand on the Ukraine conflict,
he sai it is "amply clear" and
that it has been reiterated
many times.
Kwatra said right from the
time when hostilities began,
India called for an immediate
cessation of  hostilities and
has been maintaining that di-
alogue remained the best poli-
cy to resolve it.

'Assam-Arunachal border dispute
likely to be resolved before 2023'

Deomali

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday
said that the inter-state
boundary dispute between
Arunachal Pradesh and
Assam is likely to be re-
solved before 2023.
Asserting that efforts are
underway to make North-
east insurgency-free, he
claimed 9,000 militants from
the region have surrendered
during the last eight years of
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment at the Centre.
Addressing the golden ju-
bilee celebrations of  Ra-
makrishna Mission School
at Narottam Nagar in Tirap
district of  Arunachal
Pradesh, Shah said, "Almost
60 per cent of  the inter-state
boundary dispute between
Assam and Meghalaya has
been resolved amicably. I am
confident that the dispute be-
tween Arunachal and As-
sam will be settled before
2023," he said. He said that
the Centre is committed to

bringing peace and develop-
ment to the region.
"Youths of  Northeast no
longer carry guns and petrol
bombs. They are now carry-
ing laptops and are launch-
ing startups. This is the path
of  development that the Cen-
tre has envisaged for the re-
gion," he said. "Manipur,
which was earlier known for
bandhs and blockades for
200 days a year, is now wit-
nessing a sea of  change with-
out any bandh during the
last five years of  BJP rule in
the state," he said.

Modi pays tributes to Rajiv Gandhi on death anniversary
new Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday paid tributes to Rajiv Gandhi
on his death anniversary.  The former prime minister was assassinated in 1991 by LTTE
in Tamil Nadu where he was on an election campaign. He was 46.Modi tweeted, "On his
death anniversary, paying tributes to our former Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi." 

News from South

Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia with
Herve Juvin, Member of European Parliament and
President, Identity and Democracy Foundation,
during the second day of 7th India Ideas Conclave
India 2.0: Rebooting to Meta Era, in Bengaluru.

3 children among 7 killed 
in car crash in Karnataka
DharwaD: Seven people, including three
children were killed and 13 others were injured
when the cab in which they were travelling
crashed into a tree at the Baad Cross, around 12
km from here, in the small hours of Saturday,
police said.  The injured have been admitted to
the Karnataka Institute of Medical Sciences,
where their condition is said to be serious.While
four people died on the spot, others succumbed
to their injuries in the hospital.

K'taka CM to hold talks with 18
tycoons during WEF meet in Davos
Bengaluru: Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Saturday said he would interact with at
least 18 global business leaders during his Davos
tour to participate in the World Economic Forum
(WEF) annual meeting on May 23 and 24. Bommai
also said the eight ministers for administering eight
different Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike zones
will be finalised tonight.

Bommai holds talks with BJP
leadership on RS, Council polls 
new Delhi/Bengaluru: Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai, who paid a sudden
visit to Delhi sparking off speculation in political
circles, on Saturday said there was no discussion
with the BJP's central leadership on Cabinet rejig
or expansion. The consultations during his visit
revolved around the upcoming polls for Rajya
Sabha and Legislative Council.Elections to seven
Council seats will be held on June 3, and the
biennial elections to four seats of the Rajya Sabha
from Karnataka on June 10.

Kerala to recruit 100 tribal
youth as excise civil officers
Thrissur: The Kerala govt will recruit 100
youth, including women, from various tribal
hamlets across the state as excise civil officers,
Excise and Local Self Government Minister M V
Govindan said here on Saturday. In view of
reported inflow of banned contrabands in the
hamlets, local tribal youth from there would be
appointed to the posts through special
recruitment to tackle this issue, he said. The flow
of illicit drugs into the southern state seems to be
on the rise nowadays and it has become a menace
mainly affecting youth, the minister said.

Kerala CM pays rich tribute
to Nipah warrior nurse 
ThiruvananThapuram: Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on Saturday paid
homage to Lini Puthussery, a nurse who lost her
life by contracting the disease while attending to
affected persons, on her fourth death
anniversary, and said her memories would serve
as inspiration to the state's fight against the
pandemic. The anniversary of Lini's demise was
also a renewal of the memories of the struggle
waged by the people of Kerala against the deadly
disease, he said in a Facebook post.

Modi has 23 engagements in 40 hours
of stay in Japan for Quad summit

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will have 23
engagements, including meetings with three world leaders, in
around 40 hours of stay in Japan where he will join US President
Joe Biden and prime ministers of Australia and Japan at the
Quad summit in Tokyo on May 24, official sources said. They
said Modi during his visit will have business, diplomatic and
community interactions.He will interact with over 30 Japanese
CEOs and also with hundreds of Indian diaspora members.

NEW DELHI: Telangana
Chief  Minister K. Chan-
drashekhar Rao and Delhi
Chief  Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal are teaming up to
make an opposition front
against the BJP minus the
Congress.
K. Chandrashekhar Rao,
on his visit to Delhi on Satur-
day, will be visiting Mohalla
clinics along with Kejriwal.
He is also likely to issue a
statement later in the day.
Earlier, Tamil Nadu CM Stal-
in had also visited Delhi.
Both Arvind Kejriwal and
KCR share good personal re-
lationship and have a under-
standing with Trinamool
Congress chief  Mamata
Banerjee. The Telangana CM
will be meeting other leaders
also and this is his second leg
of  meeting with like-minded

parties. He will call on lead-
ers of  various political par-
ties in the national capital.
He will also meet leading
economists and discuss the
country's economic situation
with them.
The TRS chief  will leave for

Chandigarh on May 22. He,
along with his Delhi and
Punjab counterparts, Arvind
Kejriwal and Bhagwant
Mann, respectively, will pres-
ent a cheque of  Rs 3 lakh
each to the families of  the
deceased farmers.

T''gana CM meets
Akhilesh, discusses

national issues' 
New Delhi: Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao on Saturday held a
meeting with Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav at
the former's residence in the
national capital and
discussed the current

national issues. Chief Minister KCR is on a two-day visit to
Delhi. The meeting between the two leaders went on for
more than 1.5 hours where the President's election and the
2024 General elections were likely to be top agendas.

KCR, Kejri teaming up for anti-Cong Oppn frontBodies of all 10 trapped
workers recovered 

from collapsed tunnel 
JAMMU: Bodies of  all the 10 trapped
workers were recovered from the de-
bris of  an under construction tunnel
that collapsed near Khooni Nallah
area of  Jammu and Kashmir's Ram-
ban district on Thursday, the police
said on Saturday.
"A case of  negligence has been reg-
istered following the collapse of  an
under construction tunnel in Jammu
and Kashmir's Ramban on May 19," a
police officer said.
The deceased have been identified
as Jadav Roy, Gautam Roy, Sudhir
Roy, Dipak Roy and Parimal Roy all
from West Bengal, and Shiva
Chouhan from Assam, Nepalese na-
tional Navaraj Chaudhary and Kushi
Ram Chaudhary, and Mohammad
Muzaffar and Mohammad Ishirat,
both residents of  Marog, district
Ramban.

IMD: Wet spell 
in N-W to peak 

on May 23
NEW DELHI: Amid the
scorching heat throughout
the country, the India Mete-
orological Department
(IMD) on Friday informed
that the wet spell over
Northwest and east India
from May 21 to May 24 will
reach peak intensity on
May 23.
IMD also mentioned dust-
storm activity at isolated
places, very likely over west
Rajasthan between May 22
and 24. The department also
predicted strong surface
winds with wind speed reach-
ing 30 to 40 kilometres per
hour (Kmph) over Rajasthan
on Saturday. During the next
5 days, scattered to fairly
widespread light/moderate
rainfall with isolated thun-
derstorm/lightning/gusty
winds are likely over Bihar,
Jharkhand, Gangetic West
Bengal and Odisha.
Areas, including J&, Hi-
machal and Uttarakhand,
may have fairly widespread
to widespread light/moder-
ate rainfall with isolated
thunderstorm/lightning/gus
ty winds, informed the IMD.

Delhi court convicts
former Haryana CM
Chautala in DA case

NEW DELHI: The Rouse
avenue court of  Delhi on
Saturday convicted Ex-
Haryana chief  minister
Om Prakash Chautala in a
disproportionate assets
(DA) case filed by the CBI.
Special Judge (PC Act)
Vikas Dhull, on Saturday,
while ordering the convic-
tion of  Chautala, said he will
hear the arguments on the
quantum of  punishment on
May 26, 2022.
In the case, the CBI had
filed a charge sheet against
Chautala on March 26, 2010,
and held him responsible for
allegedly amassing assets
worth Rs 6.09 crore, much dis-
proportionate to his legiti-
mate income, between 1993
and 2006. The case was filed
on a complaint by Haryana
Congress leader Shamsher
Singh Surjewala.
OP Chautala is a former
CM of  Haryana from Indian
National Lok Dal and son of
6th Dy PM Chaudhary Devi
Lal. Chautala was recently
released from the Tihar Jail
on 2 July 2021.

Shivling found in Gyanvapi is
one of 12 Jyotirlingas: VHP

NEW DELHI: VHP chief  Alok Kumar on Friday agreed
with the Supreme Court's order in the Gyanvapi mosque
case and claimed that the Hindu side will be able to prove
that the Shivling found is one of  the 12 jyotirlingas.
"We agree with the SC that this matter is complicated and
this requires a serious and experienced judge. SC has said the
district court will look into it. We agree with the SC," he said.
He said that they will be able to prove that 'Shivling' found in-
side the Gyanvapi is  a jyotirlinga. "We believe that it is Shiv-
ling because Nandi is looking at it and the location suggests
that it is one of  the original jyotirling, out of  12 Jyotirlingas
and vaju khana of  the complex has been built over the ruins
of  the desecrated old temple invaded by the Mughals. We will
be able to prove it to the court and the SC will decide this case.
The judge has been authorized to take the local commission-
er's report and we will prove it is the original Jyotirlinga," he
said. He further claimed that the 1991 Act will not be applica-
ble to Gyanvapi case.  On the Places of  Worship Act 1991, he
said, "I do not believe that 1991 Act will be applicable on this.
Because the act said that if  the religious place works on an-
other act that this act is not effective. There is already a sepa-
rate law for Kashi temple and today the SC has also indicated
that Act does not prevent the trial of  this matter." 

Quad working to implement
positive  agenda, says India 

agencies

Patna

As many as 33 people in the 16 dis-
tricts of  Bihar died on Friday due
to the storm and lightning.
Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar has
announced a financial aid of  Rs 4
lakh to kin of  people who lost their
lives in the incidents. The chief
minister's office said that after as-
sessing the crop and house dam-
age, instructions will be given to
provide assistance to the affected
families.The storm that occurred
in the city on Thursday evening,
has destroyed several houses and
caused immense damage to the
state. The locals in Katihar were af-
fected by the destruction due to the
natural calamity.  The intensity of

the storm was such that even the
roofs of  several houses were blown
away, while some electric poles fell
off  and trees were uprooted.
Expressing grief  over the loss of
lives due to storms, Kumar
said"the government will grant ex-
gratia of  Rs 4 lakh each to the kin
of  those who died due to the storm
and lightning." (He tweeted in Hin-
di)  Modi tweeted in Hindi, "Deeply
saddened to know about the num-
ber of  deaths due to thunderstorm
and lightning in several districts of
Bihar. May God give strength to the
bereaved families to bear this im-
mense loss. The local administra-
tion under the supervision of  the
state government is actively en-
gaged in the relief  and rescue
work of  the victims."

Nor'wester
lashes West

Bengal, 4 killed
KolKata 

A nor wester on Saturday in
South Bengal, Kolkata and
adjoining areas may have
brought some relief  but also
left behind a tragic trail.
Five students who went for
rowing at Rabindra Sarovar
as part of  their school com-
petition, drowned due to the
sudden storm and heavy
downpour. Pushan Sadhu
Khan and Sourodeep Chat-
terjee students of  South
Point School, who were un-
traceable after their rowing
boat turned turtle were lat-
er rushed to the hospital
where they were declared
brought dead.

BIHAR STORM: 33 killed;
CM announces ex-gratia

Minister Amit Shah during the
Golden Jubilee Celebrations of
Ramakrishna Mission, at
Narottam Nagar on Saturday
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