
Man detained for 'suspicious' activities along Indo-Pak border 
JAIPUR: A 24-year-old man has been detained for questioning after he was found indulging in 
"suspicious" activities along the India-Pakistan international border in Rajasthan's Jaisalmer district, police 
said on Tuesday. The man has been identified as Manu Bheel who had been residing in Phalodi in 
Jodhpur district and was working at a fuel pump at Jaisalmer military station on a contractual basis.  
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Offered biscuit to dog owner to 
feed it: Rahul on viral video

GUMLA (JHARKHAND) 
 

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Tuesday said he 
offered a biscuit to a dog 
owner to feed the animal 
after it refused to eat from 
his hands. 

His clarification came af-
ter a video showing him of-
fering a biscuit rejected by 
a dog to a person went 
viral on social media, with 
BJP leaders alleging this 
was how he treated work-
ers of  his party. 

"The dog was nervous 
and shivering... When I 
gave it a biscuit, the dog 
got scared.  
�Then, I gave the biscuit 

to the owner, saying it will 
eat from your hand. Then, 
the owner gave it and the 
dog ate the biscuit. So, 
what is the issue?" Gandhi 
told reporters when 
queried about it. 

"I don't understand what 
is the BJP's obsession with 

the dog?" Gandhi added. 
The video was shot in 

Jharkhand's Dhanbad dis-
trict on February 4 during 
the 'Bharat Jodo Nyay Ya-
tra', party spokesperson 
Rakesh Sinha said. 

The owner of  the dog, ex-
pressing happiness, said, 
"The dog got clicked with 
Rahul Gandhi, who also of-
fered it biscuits."  

The incident, however, 
stirred a controversy, with 

Assam Chief  Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on 
Monday night reacting to 
the viral video, posting on 
X, "... Not only Rahul 
Gandhi but the entire fam-
ily could not make me eat 
that biscuit. I am a proud 
Assamese and Indian. I re-

fused to eat and resigned 
from the Congress." 

 Sarma was replying to a 
tweet by BJP Mumbai IT 
and Social Media Cell 
@PallaviCT, who said in an 
X post, 'How shameless. 
First Rahul Gandhi made 
@himantabiswaji eat bis-

cuits from the same plate 
as his pet dog Pidi. Then 
Congress Khargeji com-
pares party workers to 
dogs and now, Shehzada 
gives a biscuit rejected by a 
dog to a party worker. This 
is the respect they have for 
their party workers.� 

NEW DELHI 
 
Assam Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma has 
launched a fresh attack on 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi over a viral video 
where the Wayanad MP was 
seen giving a dog's biscuit to 
a person after the animal 
refused to eat it during his 
'Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra'. 
The purported video which 
went viral on social media, 
showed Gandhi petting a 

puppy and then feeding it 
biscuits. At one point, the 
puppy refuses to eat and 
Gandhi then gives the 
biscuits to a person standing 
by his side. 
However, the video shared 
by the official Bharat Jodo 
Yatra handle did not include 
the biscuit clip. 
The BJP had targeted the 
Congress leader over the 
video, alleging that Rahul 
Gandhi was 'mistreating his 
supporters'. 
Once associated with 

Congress, Himanta Biswa 
Sarma who has often 
recounted an earlier incident 
where he claimed that during 
a meeting with Rahul Gandhi, 
the latter's pet dog, Pidi, was 
given biscuits from a plate, 
which were then offered to 
the Congress leaders 
present, hit out at the 
Wayanad MP, saying that he 
and his family could not 
make him "eat the biscuit". 
"I am a proud Assamese and 
Indian. I refused to eat and 
resigned from the Congress." 

BJP HITS OUT 

‘PM CALLS HIMSELF 
OBC AND THEN 

GETS CONFUSED’  
RANCHI  

 
Pressing on the 
importance of  the Caste 
Census, Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday 
said that Prime Minister 
Modi calls himself  OBC, 
and then gets confused, 
adding "Caste wise Census 
is important because if  we 
want to give them partici-
pation then it is necessary 
to count them first."  
 Rahul said that this ques-
tion is not just of  one per-
son but of  the people of  In-
dia.  
"PM calls himself  OBC and 
then gets confused. Earlier 
he was saying that there 
are only two castes in In-
dia, the rich and the poor. 
50 per cent of  the popula-
tion of  India belongs to the 
OBC category, Dalit is 15 
per cent and Adivasi is 
eight per cent.  
�We want a caste census. 
This is important because if  
we want to give them partic-
ipation then it is necessary 
to count them first," he said. 

NEW DELHI 
 
A Delhi court on 
Tuesday granted 
fresh permission to 
AAP leader Sanjay 
Singh, arrested in 
alleged excise scam, 
to attend 
Parliament to take oath as 
a Rajya Sabha MP. 

Special Judge MK Nagpal 
allowed Singh to go to Par-
liament in police custody 
either on February 8 or 9. 

The judge passed the or-
der on the application filed 
by Singh, seeking direc-
tions to the jail superinten-
dent concerned for taking 
him physically to Rajya 
Sabha to take oath as its 
member. 

The judge had earlier on 
February 3 allowed a simi-
lar application filed by 
Singh.  However, the AAP 
leader could not take oath 
despite reaching Parlia-
ment on Monday. 

Official sources cited the 
direction of  Rajya Sabha 
on August 11, 2023 that 

Singh's suspension for un-
ruly conduct during the 
monsoon session will re-
main in force and he can-
not attend proceedings till 
the Privileges Committee 
submits its report and it is 
considered by the House. 

The application sought 
direction to the authori-
ties concerned to take him 
again to Rajya Sabha on 
February 8 or 9, claiming 
that though Singh was tak-
en to the House on 
Monday according to the 
court order, "the oath 
could not be administered 
to him due to certain rea-
sons".Enforcement of  Di-
rectorate (ED), the anti-
money laundering agency, 
had arrested Singh on Oc-
tober 4. 

Advani made invaluable 
contribution to India’s 
cultural heritage: Shah  

NEW DELHI 
 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Tuesday met BJP 
veteran L K Advani and 
congratulated him for get-
ting the Bharat Ratna, say-
ing the former deputy 
prime minister has made 
invaluable contribution to 
the country's cultural her-
itage, politics and progress. 
On February 3, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi an-
nounced that Advani will 
be conferred Bharat Ratna. 

"Met respected Shri Lal 
Krishna Advani today after 
the announcement of  him 
getting Bharat Ratna and 
congratulated him. Advani 
has made invaluable contri-
bution to the country's cul-
tural heritage, politics and 
progress,� he said.  

NEW DELHI 
 

The Lok Sabha has cleared 
the Public Examinations 
(Prevention of  Unfair 
Means) Bill, 2024, which 
aims to address malprac-
tices and irregularities in 
government recruitment 
exams by imposing strict 
penalties, including a max-
imum jail term of  10 years 
and a fine of  up to Rs 1 
crore. 

The Lok Sabha passed 
the Bill after rejecting 
some amendments pro-
posed by opposition mem-
bers. 

The Bill, presented by 
Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh, stated that there is 
no specific substantive law 
to deal with unfair means 

adopted or offences com-
mitted by various entities 
involved in the conduct of  
public examinations. 

"It is imperative that ele-
ments that exploit vulnera-
bilities of  the examination 
system are identified and 
effectively dealt with by 
comprehensive Central 
legislation," the Bill reads. 

Under the Bill, 'Public 
Examinations' will include 
exams conducted by the 
Union Public Service Com-
mission, Staff  Selection 
Commission, Railway Re-
cruitment Boards, Insti-

tute of  Banking Personnel 
Selection, Ministries or 
Departments of  the Cen-
tral Government, National 
Testing Agency, and such 
other authorities as may 
be notified by the Centre. 

Under this Bill, candi-
dates, as defined, will not 
be liable for action within 
the purview of  the Bill and 
will continue to be covered 
under the extant adminis-
trative provisions of  the 
concerned public examina-
tion authority. 

According to the bill, un-
fair means will be punish-
able with imprisonment 
for a term not less than 
three years but which may 
extend to five years and 
with a fine of  up to Rs 10 
lakh.

Bill cleared to curb paper 
leaks, cheating in exams

NEW DELHI 
 

Shiv Sena (UBT) Rajya Sab-
ha member Priyanka 
Chaturvedi on Tuesday 
said 97 per cent political 
cases filed by the Enforce-
ment Directorate are 
against opposition leaders, 
while the conviction rate is 
just two-three per cent. 

Speaking at the Lokmat 
National Conclave here, 
Chaturvedi raised 
concerns about the state of  
democracy in the country. 
She alleged that there is a 
decline in democracy and 
referred to the suspension 
of  146 MPs in Parliament 
during the winter session. 

"When does democracy 
come under threat?... If  we 

ask about price rise, they 
call us anti-national, if  we 
ask about unemployment, 
we are called anti-nation-
als... If  we ask sharper 
questions, we will be sus-
pended," she said. 

Chaturvedi claimed that 
ED investigations have in-
creased four times since 
the BJP came to power in 
2014 and 97 per cent cases 
are against the opposition 
leaders. Conviction rate 
stands at two-three per 
cent, she added. 

"Since 2014, when they 
(BJP) came (to power), ED 
investigations have seen a 
four times increase. The in-
crease is on (raids on) oppo-
sition... But who is giving a 
clean chit to those who join 
the BJP? What did the PM 
say about Ajit Pawar? In 
one election rally, he said 
the NCP is a Naturally Cor-
rupt Party. In 48 hours, he 
(Pawar) joined BJP and all 
files closed," she said. 

�97% political cases filed by 
ED are against opposition�

Priyanka Chaturvedi claimed 
that ED investigations have 
increased four times since the 
BJP came to power in 2014 

The LS passed the Bill 
after rejecting some 

amendments proposed 
by opposition members

KOLKATA COUPLE HELD 
FOR MURDERING PUNE 
BIZMAN IN  GUWAHATI  

GUWAHATI 
 

In a tragic end to a love tri-
angle, a couple hailing 
from Kolkata was arrested 
on the charge of  murder-
ing a Pune businessman in 
a luxury hotel in Guwa-
hati, police said on Tues-
day. 

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Guwahati Po-
lice Commissioner 
Diganta Barah said the in-
cident took place on Mon-
day afternoon at the hotel, 
where the three persons 
had stayed. 

"The victim, identified as 
44-year-old Sandeep 
Suresh Kamble from Pune, 
came in contact with the 
woman during one of  his 
business trips to Kolkata in 
September 2023," he added.

SOREN OWNED LAND ILLEGALLY: BJP 
RANCHI: The BJP's Jharkhand unit 
on Tuesday released a video clip 
claiming that arrested former chief  
minister Hemant Soren does own a 
piece of  land, which the ED accused 
him of  illegally acquiring. 

The claim was made a day after 
Soren challenged the BJP in the 
Jharkhand assembly to prove cor-
ruption charges against him, assert-

ing that if  the accusations were 
proved, he would quit politics.Soren 
was arrested by the ED on January 31 
after a marathon seven-hour interro-
gation in connection with a money 
laundering case linked to an alleged 
land fraud.  The 48-year-old JMM ex-
ecutive president resigned as the 
chief  minister before the arrest. 

In the 58-second video clip released 

by the opposition BJP, a man, identi-
fying himself  Santosh Munda, is 
seen saying that the piece of  land at 
Bargain in Ranchi district belongs 
to Hemant Soren. Talking to re-
porters, Jharkhand BJP president 
Babulal Marandi said, "The man is 
the caretaker of  the land. It is 
known to everyone in the area who 
its owner is."  

Punjab CM 
launches Aap 
Di Sarkar, 
Aap De Dwaar

MOHALI: Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on 
Tuesday launched the 'Aap Di Sarkar, Aap De Dwaar' 
initiative, which is aimed at providing citizen-centric 
services at the doorsteps of people. Addressing a 
gathering at Bhankharpur village here, he described it 
as a "red letter day" in the history of the state as people 
will no longer have to rush to government offices for 

their routine administrative works. Rather, the chief 
minister said, government officers will come at the 
doorsteps of people and offer services to them. This 
will immensely benefit the people, he said.This is the real 
empowerment of people where the government will 
wholeheartedly work for their wellbeing, an official 
statement quoted Mann as saying. 

Delhi HC asks CAG to 
expeditiously audit 

Jal Board’s accounts  

NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court on Tuesday di-
rected the Comptroller and 
Auditor General (CAG) to 
expeditiously audit the ac-
counts of  Delhi Jal Board 
(DJB) from 2018 to 2021. 

The high court's direc-
tion came while closing 
the proceedings of  a plea 
seeking direction to CAG 
to audit the accounts of  
DJB whose financial audit 
has allegedly not been car-
ried out for the last several 
years. 

The court was informed 
by the counsel for CAG 
that they have received an-
nual accounts statements 
from DJB for 2018-19 to 
2020-21 and they are in the 
process of  auditing the ac-
counts. 

"In view of  the 
statement, the writ peti-
tion is closed with a direc-
tion to the CAG to audit 
the accounts of  DJB as ex-
peditiously as possible in 
accordance with the law," a 
bench of  Acting Chief  Jus-
tice Manmohan and Jus-
tice Manmeet P S Arora 
said. 

The petition was filed by 
Delhi BJP leader Harish 
Khurana seeking direction 
to DJB to maintain proper 
accounts and other rele-
vant records and prepare 
an annual statement of  the 
profit and loss with proper 
balance sheets from 2015 
onwards as prescribed un-
der the law and to direct 
CAG to conduct an audit 
of  the board. Responding 
to the petition, DJB said it 
was making every effort to 
ensure that all final state-
ments and balance sheets 
were duly prepared and 
audited in the interest of  
transparency and compli-
ance with the law. 

Court allows Sanjay 
to take oath in RS


