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Seize opportunities in 
Odisha: PM to investors

LOOKING AHEAD | PM considers eastern India as the growth 
engine of country, and the state plays an important role in it

IANS 
BHUBANESWAR 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Tuesday invited industry 
leaders to invest in 'outstand-
ing' Odisha as it is the right and 
opportune time for investment 
in Eastern India. 

In his address during the in-
auguration of the two-day Ut-
karsh Odisha-Make in Odisha 
conclave-2025, the flagship Glo-
bal Investment Summit hosted 
by the Odisha government, in 
Bhubaneswar, PM Modi on 
Tuesday said, "This is the right 
time to invest in Odisha. In this 
journey of development for 
Odisha, your investment in 
Odisha will take you to new 
heights of success. This is 
Modi's guarantee."  

He further added that India 
is on a path of development 
driven by the aspirations of 
crores of people and Odisha 
represents this aspiration of 
India.  

"Odisha is outstanding and it 
is the symbol of optimism and 

originality of the new India. 
There are opportunities in 
Odisha and its people are 
showing the passion to outper-
form," added the Prime Min-
ister. PM Modi also praised the 
skill, labour and honesty of 
Odia people working in Guja-
rat. "Today when new oppor-
tunities are opening in Odisha, 
I firmly believe that Odisha will 
soon reach unprecedented 
heights of development which 

none have ever imagined," said 
PM.  

He also emphasized the 
need to explore Odisha's 
tourism potential, with its 
500-kilometre coastline, over 
33 per cent forest cover, and 
endless possibilities for eco-
tourism and adventure tour-
ism. The PM said that 
Eastern India is the growth 
engine of the country's devel-
opment and Odisha has a sig-

nificant part in it.  
Highlighting the glorious 

maritime legacy of the state, 
PM Modi also said that Odisha 
has always been the gateway of 
India for trade with Southeast 
Asian countries.  

"Odisha used to be an im-

portant centre in South East-
ern Asian trade and the ports 
were a gateway to India," stated 
PM Modi. He highlighted that 
the people of Odisha have re-
solved to build a prosperous 
state, and the Centre was pro-
viding all possible support to 
achieve this goal.  

The Prime Minister further 
emphasized that Odisha plays 
a significant role in building a 
developed India.  

JAMMU 

17-year-old 
boy killed 
Three people were ar-
rested for allegedly killing 
a 17-year-old boy with a 
sharp-edged weapon 
here, police said on Tues-

day.Ajay Kumar, a resident 
of Bhatyari village in Bish-
nah, was found dead near 
his house on the outskirts 
of Jammu around mid-
night on January 13. Kumar 
was a bus conductor and 
had had an altercation over 
some issue with the ac-
cused a few days earlier, 
police said. 
 
BAREILLY  

Hubby gets 
life term for 
killing wife   
A local court has awarded 
life sentence to a man, for 
allegedly killing his wife 
after she objected to his 
drinking habits. On Janu-
ary 27, fast-track court 
judge Ravi Kumar Diwakar 
awarded life-term im-
prisonment to 35-year-old 
Shravan Kumar and 
saddled him with a Rs 
50,000 fine. 
 
JORHAT 

Rhino kills 
old man  
A 56-year-old man was 
killed by a rhino near Ka-
ziranga National Park in 
Assam on Tuesday, police 
said. The deceased was 
identified as Bikram Lohar. 

Police said Lohar was at-
tacked by the rhino on Na-
tional Highway 37 in the 
Haltikhuli-Haldibari area 
of Kaziranga. 
 
CHANDIGARH 

Dera Sacha 
chief granted 
payrole 
Dera Sacha Sauda chief 
and rape convict Gurmeet 
Ram Rahim Singh was re-
leased from a jail in Ha-
ryana's Rohtak on Tuesday 
after being granted a 30-
day parole, a development 
which came ahead of the 
February 5 Delhi assembly 
polls.The 57-year-old 
Singh headed to his Sirsa-
headquartered Dera in 
Haryana after walking out 
of the Sunaria jail in 
Rohtak, sources said. 
 
NAGPUR 

Nagpur woman 
ends life  
A 24-year-old woman in 
Maharashtra's Nagpur 
city allegedly committed 
suicide after making a 
emotional video call to 
her parents where she re-
counted harassment and 
abuse by her husband, 
police said on Tuesday. 
Following the incident on 

January 24, the police 
have registered a case 
against her 32-year-old 
husband on charges of 
abetment to suicide, they 
said. The woman, resident 
of Old Bagadganj area 
here, got married on June 
7 last year.  Soon after the 
marriage, her husband al-
legedly began abusing 
and torturing her.  He also 
restricted her communi-
cation with her parents, 
an official from Lakadganj 
police station said. 

Uninvited guests leave Prayagraj 
residents overwhelmed
Biswajeet Banerjee 
PRAYAGRAJ 

As the Maha Kumbh 2025 
draws millions of devotees to 
Prayagraj, the city’s residents 
are facing a different kind of 
spiritual test—managing an un-
expected flood of long-lost 
relatives. For many, the event 
has become less about faith 
and more about juggling over-
crowded homes and stretched 
resources. 

Neelam Gupta, a home-
maker from Civil Lines, is feel-
ing the pinch of hosting family 
after family. “I have 12 people 
staying in our three-bedroom 
apartment, and I’ve lost count 
of the cups of tea I’ve made,” 
she said, trying to laugh it off. 
“Every day, someone asks if I 
can squeeze in just ‘one more 
person.’ It’s like my home has 
turned into a dormitory!” 

Neelam also shared a story 
about a surprise phone call. 
“My uncle from Varanasi, who 
hadn’t spoken to me in over 15 
years, suddenly called to ask if 
I could host his grandson’s 
family. I didn’t even know his 
grandson was old enough to 
have a family!” 

The phenomenon isn’t 
unique to Neelam. For Shweta 
Mukherjee, originally from 
Howrah but now living in Da-

raganj, her newfound popular-
ity with distant relatives has 
been both amusing and ex-
hausting. “People who forgot I 
existed are now acting like 
we’re best friends,” she said. 
“One cousin called and began 
with, ‘How’s your health?’ I 
thought it was genuine con-
cern, but it quickly turned into, 
‘By the way, can you host my 
son-in-law and his colleagues?’” 

Shweta recounted a humor-
ous moment with a tinge of 
exasperation. “Some relatives 
promised they’d stay in a hotel. 
Then, they arrived and said, 
‘Why waste money when we 
have such a kind sister like 
you?’ Now my house feels like a 
mini-Kumbh itself!” 

But not everyone is accom-

modating. Rashmi Kumar, a 
resident of Allapur, has taken a 
firm stand against hosting 
guests this year. “My daughter 
is in Class 12, and her board 
exams start in February,” she 
said bluntly. “The exams have 
saved me. Otherwise, my 
daughter and I would have 
been busy serving unwanted 
guests.” 

For others, the situation is 
less humorous. Om Prakash Ti-
wari, a retired government em-
ployee in Alopibagh, said, 
“Relatives are showing up un-
announced, saying they’ll only 
stay for a day or two. A week 
later, they’re still here, making 
full use of the free Wi-Fi and 
asking if I have Amazon 
Prime!” 

MASS GATHERING: Hindu devotees arrive for a holy 
dip at Sangamon the eve of the Mauni Amavasya or 
new moon day during Maha Kumbh festival on Tuesday

Prime Minister Modi at an exhibition during the Utkarsh 
Odisha Conclave in Bhubaneswar on Tuesday

PM Modi said that 
Odisha has always 
been the gateway of 
India for trade with 
Southeast Asian 
countries

AAP settled  
Bangladeshi  
and Rohingya  
infiltrators: Yogi
Online Report 
NEW DELHI 

Uttar Pradesh chief minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday ac-
cused the ruling Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) government in 
Delhi of settling Bangladeshi 
and Rohingyas in South Delhi's 
Okhla. “AAP committed 'sin' by 
settling Bangladeshi, Rohingya 
infiltrators in Okhla,” PTI quoted 
Adityanath as saying at a rally in 
Delhi's Mangolpuri. Adityanath 
alleged that civic amenities and 
infrastructure had collapsed in 
Delhi and people from the city 
were settling in Noida and Gha-
ziabad -- both in Uttar Pradesh -
- for better facilities.The chief 
minister slammed the Arvind 
Kejriwal-led AAP over pollution 
in Yamuna. “When I was coming 
from Ghaziabad to Delhi today. 
Yamuna ji, which was once a 
symbol of faith for all of us, there 
was a foul smell coming from 
there, it smelled like sewer. The 
people who have suffered the 
sins of the Aam Aadmi Party 
government in Delhi will be 
freed of their sins soon...There is 
only one way to get rid of this, a 
BJP government should be 
formed in Delhi as well,” ANI 
quoted Adityanath as saying. 

‘Give proof on 
Yamuna poisoning 
by 8 pm today’ 
NEW DELHI 

Aam Aadmi Party chief Ar-
vind Kejriwal has been asked 
to furnish proof backing his 
allegation that the BJP govern-
ment in Haryana has poisoned 
the Yamuna water. The Elec-
tion Commission, which asked 
him to produce evidence by 8 
pm on Wednesday following a 
BJP complaint, said in its letter 
that it was a serious allegation 
that could create animosity 
between states and carried a 
provision of a three-year jail 
term. 

Days ahead of the assembly 
election in Delhi, Kejriwal had 
claimed on Monday that the 
BJP was “mixing poison” in 
the city’s water supply in an at-
tempt to “create chaos... hop-
ing the blame will fall” on his 
party’s administration. 

“The people of Delhi get 
drinking water from Haryana 
and Uttar Pradesh... but the 
Haryana government has 
mixed poison in the water 
coming to Delhi from the Ya-
muna and sent it here... it is 

only due to the vigilance of our 
Delhi Jal Board engineers that 
this water was stopped,” he 
had said.  

The claim, though, was con-
tested by the Chief Engineer of 
the Jal Board who said it could 
lead to fear-mongering among 
the people. 

The Election Commission, 
in its letter to the former Chief 
Minister, raised similar con-
cerns.  

“The electors tend to believe 
whatever is being said in pub-
lic by their leaders and in that 
sense, the statement, if not 
true, affect the campaign dis-
course,” the letter read.  

The allegations are also “ex-
tremely serious in nature and 
unprecedented,” the letter 
added. 

“If true, this also has serious 
ramifications of creating en-
mity between regional groups, 
residents of neighbouring 
states, threat of law-and-order 
situation due to actual or per-
ceived shortage of non-avail-
ability of water,” the 
Commission wrote.

Maken attacks 
AAP govt  
New Delhi: AICC treas-
urer and former Delhi 
Assembly Speaker Ajay 
Maken on Tuesday 
trained his guns at the 
AAP government for 
withholding financial 
assistance of 3.20 lakh 
beneficiary girls under 
the Ladli Yojana, 
launched by the Con-
gress government in 
the national Capital in 
2008. 

Cong accuses Delhi govt of withholding 
Rs 618 crore under Ladli Yojana
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

Congress on Tuesday alleged 
that a total of 3.20 lakh bene-
ficiaries have not been paid Rs 
618 crore by the Delhi govern-
ment under the “Ladli Yojana,” 
launched by former Delhi 
Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit in 
2008. 

In its response, the Aam 
Aadmi Party said, “It’s unfor-

tunate how the Congress is 
parroting BJP-manufactured 
lies -- using forged documents 
cooked up in BJP offices -- to 
hurl baseless accusations at the 
AAP.”  

The Ladli Yojana provides fi-
nancial assistance in the form of 
term deposits: Rs 11,000 for hos-
pital births, Rs 10,000 for home 
births, and Rs 5,000 at key mile-
stones -- enrollment in classes 
one, two, six, nine, and 10. 

Dheeraj Kumar  
PATNA 

In a shocking incident, a girl 
examinee has been found 
filming a reel in an examin-
ation hall at a college in 
Bihar`s  Samastipur dis-
trict.   
  The vice chancellor of Lalit 
Narayan Mithila University, 
Darbhanga, initiated disci-
plinary action against the 
girl examinee Kalpana Ku-
mari and expelled her from 
examination.   She has also 
been debarred from taking 
the examination for two 
consecutive terms. 
  Another examinee Kundan 
Kumar has also been pun-
ished for helping Kalpna 

make the reels inside the 
examination hall. 
    The matter came to the 
notice of the vice chancel-
lor when the reel made dur-
ing the examination at 
Samastipur College went  
   As soon as the video went 
viral, Principal Dr Meena 
Prasad took swift action 
and expelled both students. 
A letter was issued to the 
parents of the students, in-
forming them of their viol-
ation of the confidentiality 
and sanctity of the examin-
ation hall. Following the 
incident, the Vice-Chancel-
lor of the University repri-
manded the college 
administration and ordered 
an inquiry 

College student filming reel 
inside examination hall 

Poison in Yamuna: 
BJP slams  
Kejriwal’s remark 

Rajesh Moudgil 
CHANDIGARH 

Led by ruling BJP legislators 
and ministers, the party 
workers in Haryana held pro-
tests on Tuesday against Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) supremo 
Arvind Kejriwal for his re-
mark that the BJP is ``mixing 
poison in Yamuna’’, and burnt 
his effigies. 

According to reports, the 
protests were held in several 
cities of the state including 
Panchkula, Karnal and Sone-
pat against Kejriwal for his re-
marks that BJP in Haryana 
was intentionally draining in-
dustrial waste into Yamuna 
and alleging that it is trying to 
kill people by “mixing’’ poison 
in the river. 

In Panchkula, the BJP 
workers and MLAs were led 
by cabinet minister Vipul Goel 
and Ranbir Gangwa who also 
burnt an effigy of Kejriwal. 
Stating that BJP worshiped 
rivers, they alleged that Kejri-
wal was levelling baseless 
charges so as to hide his fail-
ures. 
 Kejriwal on Tuesday said he 
was not afraid of legal action 
and asserted he would not let 
people die in Delhi because of 
the ‘dirty, poisonous water’. 

POLL PANEL TO AAP CHIEF 


