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SPORTS CAFE
Trap shooter Bhowneesh finishes 5th 
Almaty (Kazakhstan): Paris Olympics quota winner Bhowneesh 
Mendiratta found the going tough in the trap finals, finishing 
fifth in the ISSF World Cup for Shotgun here on Saturday. The 23-
year-old from Faridabad, who was in joint lead with four others 
after the first three rounds of qualification with a score of 73 out 
of 75 on Friday, came up with identical scores of 24 each in the 
remaining two rounds of qualification on Saturday. Bhowneesh 
aggregated 121 out of 125 over the two days of qualification, 
which saw him make the six-shooter finals at joint fourth 
position. 
 Varner leads, Koepka struggles 
Sterling: Brooks Koepka returned from the high of winning his 
fifth major championship with a flat round of even-par 72 that 
left him eight shots behind Harold Varner III after the opening 
round of LIV Golf DC at Trump National. Koepka still had reason 
to be thankful. On the first hole that he used driver, the face 
cracked. It was back to LIV Golf just five days after his major 
victory. 
 
Diksha lies second in Belgian Open 
Antwerp: Diksha Dagar fired a superb 5-under 67 and rose to 
second place in the Belgian Ladies Open. Diksha, who was only the 
second Indian to win on the Ladies European Tour, added 67 to her 
first round 71 and, at 6-under, she was two shots behind the 
leader, Maria Hernandez (69-67) with one round to go in the three-
round event. While Diksha flourished, the others Indians struggled.  
 
Sharma drops in second round 
Cromvoirt (Netherlands): India's Shubhankar Sharma 
squandered his great start with a 2-over 74 in the second round 
of the KLM Open on the DP World Tour but still made the cut 
here on Saturday. 

16GAMES
 

ADELAIDE: The Indian women's hockey team put up 
a spirited showing in the fifth and final game of its 
tour Down Under, registering a 2-1 win over Australia 
A in a closely-fought contest here on Saturday. 

Navneet Kaur (10th minute) and Deep Grace Ekka 
(25th) scored the goals for India. Abigail Wilson 
(22th) scored the lone goal for Australia A. India had 
won the the previous game 3-2

Indian women's hockey team registers 2-1 win over Australia A 

Park Club crowned BSAM  
billiards champions 
Park Club, Dadar were finally crowned champions on their eighth 
attempt, as they defeated NSCI ‘A’ 581-545 points in the final of 
the BSAM organised Greatwhite-CCI Kekoo Nicholson Mumbai 
Billiards League 2023, and played at the Cricket Club of India’s Sir 
Wilson Jones billiards hall. Having earlier lost in seven previous 
finals, Park Club seemed determined to play for a win. They 
perfectly planned their strategies, and inspired by the brilliance of 
Vishal Gehani who churned out an outstanding performance, they 
managed to pull off the win against the younger and spirited NSCI 
team. 

Mariyam ‘tricks for D’Souza FA 

D’Souza Football Academy inspired by the brilliance of striker 
Mariyam Khatun went onto record a convincing 6-0 win against 
Somaiya SA in a one-sided Women’s Super League match of the 
Mumbai Football Association (MFA) League, at the Karnatak SA 
ground, Cross Maidan on Saturday. Mariyam’s teammates Sakshi 
Repe scored two goals and Sonali Gode netted one to seal the win. 
Earlier, Mumbai Knights FA riding on Priyanka Sujeesh’s twin strikes 
defeated SC Bacaim 3-0. Junior international Bhumika Mane scored 
the third goal to complete the winning tally. 

Some seeds fall by the wayside 

It was high octane stuff at the glass backed courts of the NSCI 
on Saturday as two seeded players were shown the door in the 
men’s round of 32 matches, at the 6th Cello NSCI Open 
National Circuit squash tournament, hosted by NSCI at their 
glass backed squash courts, here, on Saturday. The tournament 
is co-sponsored by Rubicon Consumer Healthcare and Hbits. 
Karnataka’s Pradeep Chaudhari and Maharashtra’s Avinash 
Yadav, both seeded in 9/16 category, made early exits, losing 
to Delhi’s unseeded Harshit Jain and Maharashtra’s Aran 
Thwani respectively. Chaudhari fought gamely against Jain, but 

mistakes at crucial junctures saw him lose a 
close match at 12-14, 17-19, 11-7, 11-13. 

Yadav and Thawani slugged it out for five games before 
Thawani prevailed 11-9, 12-10, 6-11, 9-1,11-7. Meanwhile, 
Maharashtra’s top seed Rahul Baitha hardly broke a sweat 
before getting the better of Dhruv Jaitly 11-5, 11-5, 11-8 to 
advance. Maharashtra’s unseeded Rahini Chheda also made her 
mark in the girls U-11 when she defeated Delhi’s Karan 
Vadehra 

Ajanta Pharma win D division title 

Ajanta Pharma SC emerged champions as they recorded a 
comfortable seven-wicket victory against Tech Mahindras in a 
low-scoring ‘D’ Division final of the MCA Corporate Trophy 
cricket tournament, played at the MCA Sachin Tendulkar 
Gymkhana ground, Kandivali on Saturday. Sent in to bat, Tech 
Mahindra were dismissed for a paltry 92 runs in 18.1 overs. 
Later, Ajanta Pharma SC easily reached the winning target 
making 93 for three in 17.3 overs. Omkar Ailkar 37 runs and 
Prashant Prindayawker 25 runs scored the runs to help Ajanta 
Pharma cruise to victory. 

Perfect 10 by Western Railways 

Western Railway scored a per fect 10 defeating Republicans SC 
by a 10-1 margin in a Super Division match of the Mumbai 
Hockey League 2022-2023, jointly organised by Hockey Mumbai 
City and Hockey Mumbai Suburbs, and played at the Don Bosco 
High School Hockey Tur f, Matunga on Saturday morning. The 
heroes of Western Railway’s win was captain Rajin Kandulna 
and Shubham Singh both notching a hat-trick of goals each. 
Prince Chaurasiya scored a brace of goals while Raj Solanki and 
Darshan Gawkar contributed with one apiece to complete 
Western Railway’s winning tally. The Republicans outfit scored 
an early goal through Sahil Sondkar. Champions Training Centre 
(CTC) scored an authoritative 7-3 win against Central Railway 
in another Super Division match.  

Mumbai Radar

PTI / London 

A lacklustre India suffered their sec-
ond successive defeat in the European 
leg of  the FIH Men's Hockey Pro 
League, going down to dominant 
hosts Great Britain 2-4 here on Satur-
day. 

Timothy Nurse struck a field goal 
for Great Britain in the sixth minute 
while Harmanpreet equalised for In-
dia from a penalty corner in the 13th 
minute.  

Sorsby Thomas scored Britain's sec-
ond in the 31st minute, helping them 
regain the lead before Lee Morton 
came up with an excellent goal on the 
33rd minute after catching the Indians 
napping. 

Harmanpreet reduced the deficit 
for India with his second goal of  the 
day, this one too from a penalty cor-
ner, in the 42nd minute, the strike 
helping him become the all-time 
top-scorer in the Pro League with 35 
goals. 

Bandurak Nicholas regained Eng-
land's two-goal lead with his 53rd 
minute strike at the Lee Valley 
Hockey Centre, and India could not 
put up a fight from there. India had 
lost to Olympic champions Belgium 1-
2 on Friday. 

Nurse opened the account for Eng-
land with his maiden goal at the 
senior level. He dribbled his way 
past Lalit Kumar Upadhyay and 

Mandeep Mor down the left to enter 
the Indian 'D' before shooting the 
ball past keeper Krishan Bahadur 
Pathak, who started at goal ahead 
of  the seasoned PR Sreejesh. 

Britain scoring a quick first goal 
was not surprising as the home 
team started on an aggressive note 
and seemed to be on the lookout for 
creating opportunities, even as 
Hardik Singh earned India an early 
free-hit with his searing run. 

The Indians looked like they were 
struggling to keep up with the intensi-
ty of  the Englishmen. 

Before the hosts took the lead, Bren-
dan Creed's pass found an unmarked 
Sam Ward, but the latter's attempt 
was thwarted by a brilliant Pathak at 
the Indian goal. 

Heading into this game, both 
India and Great Britain were tied 
with 19 points at the top of  the table, 
but the latter have consolidated 
their position following Saturday's 
win. 

PTI / Kuala Lumpur 

Star Indian shuttler 
HS Prannoy entered 
the men's singles final 
of  the Malaysia Mas-
ters after his opponent 
Christian Adinata of  
Indonesia conceded 
the semifinal match 
following a nasty knee 
injury here on Satur-
day. 

World number 9 
Prannoy was leading 
19-17 when Adinata 
lost his footing while landing after a jump return and 
his left knee buckled, leaving the Indonesian shuttler 
grimacing in pain, was quickly attended by Prannoy 
and the Indonesian coach before being eventually 
wheeled out of  the court. 

Prannoy will now take on the winner of  the other 
semifinal match between China's Weng Hong Yang 
and Chinese Taipei's Lin Chun-Yi in the final on Sun-
day. Double Olympic medallist P V Sindhu, however, 
couldn't make it to the women's singles finals after suf-
fering a 14-21 17-21 loss to Indonesia's Gregoria 
Mariska Tunjung. 

It was a second successive loss for Sindhu following 
seven wins against the tricky world number 9 Indone-
sian. 

FPJ NEWS SERVICE / Monaco 

Red Bull driver Max Verstappen will start 
the Monaco Grand Prix from pole position 
after coming out on top in a breathless qual-
ifying hour at the Monte Carlo circuit, pip-
ping Aston Martin rival Fernando Alonso 
and Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc. 

In a pole shootout that did not feature Ver-
stappen’s team mate, Sergio Perez, who 
crashed out of  Q1, several drivers had spells 
at the top of  the timesheets amid a sequence 
of  laps that had fans on the edge of  their 
seats. With Alonso on provisional pole, it 
took a mighty effort of  1m 11.365s from Ver-
stappen to secure P1, denying the Spaniard 

what would have been his first pole since the 
2012 season by just under a tenth of  a second. 

Alonso nonetheless took a spot on the 
front row, followed by home favourite 
Leclerc and the Alpine of  Esteban Ocon, 
who posted a stunning lap of  his own to get 
the better of  Carlos Sainz in the other Fer-
rari. 

Lewis Hamilton recovered from his acci-

dent in final practice and scruffy Q1 and Q2 
phases to take sixth in the revised Mercedes 
W14, followed by the second Alpine of  
Pierre Gasly and team mate George Russell 

Yuki Tsunoda achieved his second Q3 ap-
pearance of  the season en route to ninth po-
sition, with Lando Norris rounding out the 
top 10 places despite a meeting with the bar-
riers in the Q2 segment.

LACKLUSTRE INDIA LOSE TO 
BRITAIN 2-4 IN FIH PRO LEAGUE

Verstappen snatches pole position

Position Driver Team Time 
1 Verstappen Red Bull 1:11.365 
2 Alonso Aston Martin 1:11.449 
3 Leclerc Ferrari 1:11.471 
4 Ocon Alpine 1:11.553 
5 Sainz Ferrari 1:11.630

TOP FIVE QUALIFIERS

Prannoy enters final, 
Sindhu out of Masters


