
Filling up vacancies in CIC, SICs 

SC asks Centre, 9 states
to file status report

AGENCIES
New Delhi

The Supreme Court
Wednesday asked the Cen-
tre and nine states to file a
status report on filling up
of  vacancies in the central
and state information
commissions in compli-
ance with its earlier or-
ders. 

A bench headed by jus-
tices S A Bobde gave the
directions after RTI ac-
tivists Anjali Bhardwaj
and others submitted that
the earlier apex court or-
ders have not been com-
plied with. 

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for
Bhardwaj and others, said

the Centre and state gov-
ernments had not put the
names of  selected and
short listed candidates on
their website as directed
by the apex court. 

He said the vacancies are
yet to be filled by the Cen-
tre and states in the Cen-
tral Information Commis-
sion (CIC) and State Infor-
mation Commissions
(SICs). The apex court had
in February passed a slew
of  directions on filling up
vacancies in the CIC and
SICs and said the process
of  appointments must
start one to two months be-
fore a post falls vacant.  

The court had said the
post of  Chief  Information
Commissioner is on a

higher pedestal and the
appointment process for a
CIC should be on the
"same terms" as in the
process of a chief election
commissioner. 

Taking note of  the provi-
sions in the RTI Act, it had
said besides bureaucrats,
eminent citizens from oth-
er walks of  life should also
be considered for the post
of  information commis-
sioners in the CIC. 

The plea by Bhardwaj,
Commodore Lokesh Batra
(retired) and Amrita Johri
have claimed that over
23,500 appeals and com-
plaints are pending with
the CIC as posts of  infor-
mation commissioners are
lying vacant. 

Will respect SC verdict,
says Jamiat Ulama Hind
Appeals to Muslims
to abide by it 

AGENCIES
New Delhi

Exuding confidence that the
Supreme Court verdict in the
Ayodhya case will be based on
"evidence and not faith",
prominent Muslim body Jami-
at Ulama-i-Hind on Wednes-
day said it will respect the top
court's ruling in the matter,
and also appealed to Muslims
to abide by it. 

Jamiat chief  Syed Arshad
Madani, at a press conference,
also claimed that its media-
tion offer that Muslims will
give up the claim on the 'Ram
Chabutra' provided the Hindu
parties give up their claim
over the three-dome portion
and its courtyard area did not
succeed as the Hindu parties,
involved in the case, refused to
budge, and claimed the entire
land, including where the
Masjid once stood. 

"Be it Ram Lalla or the Nir-
mohi Akhara, they did not
climb down and stuck to their
stand. Mediation did not suc-
ceed," Madani said. 

The Babri masjid case is not
mere a case of  land dispute
but a test case of  the suprema-

cy of  the law, Madani said. 
"We believe SC will decide on

the basis of  law and not on
faith," he said. "Every justice-
loving person wants the case
should be adjudicated on the
basis of  hard facts and evi-
dence not on the basis of  faith
and belief  ," he said, adding
that the supreme court also
made it amply clear that it is a
title suit case only. 

The Babri Masjid has always
remained as a mosque and is a
mosque under the Shariah law
and will remain till the day of
judgment "even if  the govern-
ment or any power on the
earth tried to change the sta-
tus of  the mosque by using its
might", he said.

He said the case is based on
historical facts and evidence
that the Babri Masjid was con-
structed without demolishing
any temple or any other place
of  worship. 

"Therefore, any individual

or organisation has no right to
surrender the mosque in the
hope of getting any alterna-
tive," he said. 

However, whatever the ver-
dict of  the Supreme Court, the
Jamiat will respect the ruling,
he asserted, while appealing
to Muslims to abide by the ver-
dict. 

Man offloaded from
flight for doing yoga

AGENCIES
Chennai

A seemingly "mentally un-
stable" air passenger
was on Wednesday of-
floaded from a Colom-
bo-bound carrier, after
he caused "inconve-
nience" to others by
performing yoga
and excercise on-
board, police said.

He paid no heed
to the crew's re-
peated re-
quests
against do-
ing so.

The man
had come from Varanasi to
the city to proceed to Colo-
mobo, they said.

After the passenger creat-

ed 'inconvenience' to oth-
ers, he was offloaded with
the help of  CISF who later
handed him over to the po-

lice, they said, adding, a
part of  his ticket cost
was also refunded by
the private airline.

Since there was no
formal complaint
against the passen-
ger, he was not ar-
rested but was in
the process of  be-

ing handed
over to the

Srilanka
Deputy
High Com-

mission
here, they added.

He had in his possession
both Srilankan and US
passports, police said. 

Banners hailing Sidhu,
Imran as 'real heroes'
of Kartarpur surfaces

AGENCIES
Amritsar

Several hoardings that surfaced
here across the holy city, de-
scribing Congress leader Navjot
Singh Sidhu and Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan as
“real heroes” for turning the
Kartarpur Corridor project into
a reality, were brought down
hurriedly on Wednesday by
some unknown persons and mu-
nicipal workers.   

The hoardings, which sur-
faced on Tuesday, credited the
cricketer-turned-politicians for
making the project, giving Sikh
devotees an easy access to the
Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara
across the border in Pakistan, a
reality. 

The hoardings, carrying Sid-
hu's picture alongside Khan,
read in Gurmukhi, "Sidhu and
Imran Khan are the real heroes
for making the Kartarpur corri-
dor project a reality... the credit
goes to them." 

But barely a day after the
hoardings came up in the city,

some unknown people along
with Amritsar Municipal Corpo-
ration workers removed them. 

On November 9, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will inaugu-
rate the Kartarpur Corridor at
Dera Baba Nanak. 

The hoardings, hailing Sidhu
and Khan as real heroes of the
corridor project, had been put up
in the city by former cricketer's
staunch supporter and munici-
pal Councillor Harpal Singh Ver-
ka, whose picture too adorned
the hoardings. 

Verka said he put up hoardings
at various prominent locations
including Ranjit Avenue, Mall
Road and Amritsar East Assem-
bly constituency, from where
Sidhu is an MLA. 

Talking to mediapersons on
Wednesday, Harpal Singh said
Pakistan's Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan had extended the invi-
tation to his friend Navjot Singh
Sidhu during the former's swear-
ing-in ceremony in Pakistan ear-
lier, when Sidhu suggested Khan
to open the Kartarpur Sahib cor-
ridor for Sikh devotees.  

Reconsider decision to
scrap Tipu Jayanti,
HC tells Karnataka

BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court today
asked the BJP government in the
state to reconsider its decision to
scrap Tipu Jayanti, the birth an-
niversary celebrations of  18th-centu-
ry Mysore ruler Tipu Sultan. The ver-
dict came on a petition filed by a
group of  activists against the deci-
sion taken by the BS Yediyurappa
government soon after it took over
from the Cong-JD(S) coalition earlier
this year. "By way of  an interim or-
der, we direct the state government to
reconsider its decision adopted on
July 30. We direct the state govern-
ment to take an appropriate decision
in this regard two months from to-
day," a bench comprising Chief  Jus-
tice Abhay Shreenivas Oka and Jus-
tice SR Krishnkumar said.

The court also observed that the de-
cision to scrap Tipu Jayanti was "tak-
en in a single day" at a time when the
BJP government did not even have a
cabinet in place. "It should not look
like as the decison was taken arbi-
trarily," it said. Tipu Jayanti is cele-
brated on November 10.

Tipu Jayanti celebrations during
the former Congress-Janata Dal Sec-
ular coalition government's rule had
given rise to fervent protests from
BJP leaders, who termed it as a form
of  minority appeasement. 

Tharoor-headed Parl
panel to take up

WhatsApp snooping case 
AGENCIES
New Delhi

A parliamentary standing
committee headed by Con-
gress leader Shashi Tha-
roor will take up the What-
sApp snooping case in its
next meeting on November
20, sources said on Wednes-
day. Tharoor, who heads
the parliamentary stand-
ing committee on informa-
tion technology, said in a
letter to his panel members
that alleged use of  the tech-
nology for snooping on In-
dian citizens was a matter
of  "grave concern" and it
would be discussed at the
committee's next meeting
on November 20. 

Facebook-owned What-
sApp on October 31 said In-
dian journalists and hu-
man rights activists were
among those globally spied
upon by unnamed entities
using an Israeli spyware
Pegasus. 

In the letter, sources said,
Tharoor urged the commit-
tee members that as a dem-

ocratic re-
public, "we
must ensure
adequate
safeguards
to prevent
any misuse
of  the execu-
tive's powers

in an unauthorised man-
ner or for extraneous pur-
poses." Underlining that
the Supreme Court of  In-
dia has clearly recognised
the fundamental right to
privacy, Tharoor said there
is need to analyse the legal-
ity, legitimacy and necessi-
ty of  any action that in-
fringes on this right. 

He said the standing com-
mittee members from both
the ruling party and the
Opposition must work to-
gether to safeguard the fun-
damental rights of  the citi-
zens. 

Besides the parliamen-
tary panel on information
technology, the panel on
Home Affairs will also take
up this issue of  "snooping"
in its next meeting. 

NATION 9Sonia to chair CEC meeting for J'khand polls on Nov 9
NEW DELHI: With just 24 days to go for the Jharkhand Assembly polls, a meeting of the Congress Election Committee (CEC) will be
held on November 9 at the residence of interim party President Sonia Gandhi to discuss the names of the candidates, party leaders said
on Wednesday. A party leader in the know of things said that the meeting on Saturday will be chaired by Sonia Gandhi, who will
discuss the probable candidates for the Jharkhand Assembly elections with the CEC members. FREEPRESS
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Children from a government primary school being
treated at a hospital as they fell ill after consuming
mid-day meal at their institution, in Chitradurga
district, on Wednesday PTI

No permanent friends or
enemies in politics: Deve Gowda
BENGALURU: A day after stating that he wants
the B S Yediyurappa-led BJP government in
Karnataka to complete its term, JD(S) patriarch H
D Deve Gowda on Wednesday said there were no
permanent friends or enemies in politics. In what is
being perceived as JD(S) softening of stand on the
BJP, Gowda, not wanting mid-term polls, on
Tuesday had said he wants the government to
complete its term as it would give him time to build
his party. Is Yediyurappa an enemy? Siddaramaiah
and I have fought in the past, but we also shared a
stage in Shivamogga and Ballari recently.

SC to hear plea seeking pension,
compensatory job for cops
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court Wednesday
agreed to hear a plea seeking pension and
compensatory appointment for policemen dying on
duty as in the case of government servants. A bench
headed by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi posted the
matter for hearing on November 13 after advocate
M L Sharma, appearing on behalf of a widow of a
police officer, mentioned the matter seeking urgent
listing of the case saying that not treating a
policeman's death similar to that of a government
servant is injustice. The plea said that in the absence
of police, no one, including court, ministers and the
society will have any power to control law and order. 

Modi, Shah using 'trishul' to
attack opponents: Ramesh
GUWAHATI: Congress leader Jairam Ramesh on
Wednesday accused Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah of using the
"trishul" of Enforcement Directorate, CBI and
Income Tax to attack their opponents. "Modi and
Amit Shah have found a new instrument - the
trishul - against their opponents", Ramesh said
addressing a press conference here. "What are the
three points of the trishul. They are ED, CBI and
Income Tax. They keep using the three points to
poke their opponents", asserted the former union
minister. The Rajya Sabha MP said his Congress
opposes it and the party will continue to do so
guided by the Constitution. 

Ex-SDM among 3 arrested for
Rs 240-cr land fraud
NEW DELHI: A former SDM and two revenue
officials were arrested here on Wednesday by the
Delhi government's anti-corruption branch in a Rs
240 crore land fraud case. The trio had in 2018
had allegedly transferred a piece of government
land, measuring around 35,000 sq yards, in West
Delhi's Tatarpur village to private parties, the
branch's officials said. Those arrested are former
sub-divisional magistrate Ramesh Kumar, the then
tehsildar Surender Kumar and a revenue official
Manjeet Singh, a senior officer of the anti-
corruption branch (ACB) said. The SDM had
taken voluntary retirement in July 2018, a month
after the inquiry was initiated, he said. 

Serial killer who poisoned 10 to
death held in Andhra
AMARAVATI: A serial killer has been arrested
for allegedly poisoning to death ten people,
including his relatives, using cyanide and making
good with their money and gold in the last 20
months in Andhra Pradesh, police said. Vellanki
Simhadri of Eluru, arrested on Tuesday,
committed the heinous crimes in Krishna, West
Godavari and East Godavari districts in the last 20
months, West Godavari district Superintendent of
Police Navdeep Singh Grewal said. Simhadri, who
worked as a watchman in an apartment complex
in Eluru, had ventured into real estate business
but dropped out as it was not profitable.

Honey-trapped soldier held for
passing info to Pak agent
JAIPUR: The Rajasthan Police's intelligence unit on
Wednesday arrested a soldier, who was honey-
trapped by an agent of Pakistan's ISI, for allegedly
sharing confidential and strategic information about
the Indian Army with her, officials. The soldier,
Vichitra Behra, was posted in Rajasthan's Pokhran
and was under surveillance. He, along with
another soldier, was detained on Tuesday over
suspicion of espionage, they said.  It was observed
that Behra was in contact with the female Pakistani
agent through Facebook and WhatsApp and was
passing on confidential information about the
Indian Army to her, a top intelligence officer said.
He said the accused soldier was sharing
information in exchange for money.

'Daughter' of jailed Dera chief
released from jail on bail
PANCHKULA: A court on Wednesday granted bail
to Honeypreet Insan, a close aide and adopted
daughter of jailed Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet
Ram Rahim Singh, in a case of violence in Haryana's
Panchkula in 2017 after the self-styled godman's
sentence. She was subsequently released from Ambala
central jail. Her bail comes as another major relief to
Honeypreet as four days ago a local court dropped
sedition charges against her and 35 other accused.
Forty-one people were arrested and five accused,
including Aditya Insan, were declared proclaimed
offenders by a court last year. Honeypreet, Aditya
Insan and Pawan Insan were booked by the police
on charges of sedition, inciting violence and being
involved in a conspiracy to help the Dera chief
escape after his conviction by a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) court on August 25, 2017, on
two counts of rape of female disciples in 1999.

AYODHYA CASE

Centre cautions
UP govt 

As the Supreme Court is
expected to deliver its judgment
in the Ayodhya land dispute case
next week, Union Home
Ministry has cautioned the Yogi
Adityanath-led Uttar Pradesh
government to ensure all security
preparedness in the temple
town, which would be turned
into virtual fortress to thwart any
untoward incident posing a
threat to the law and order
situation. Citing intelligence
inputs on terror threat, the
Ministry has alerted the Uttar
Pradesh government through a
circular issued last week on the
orders of Union Home Secretary
Ajay Kumar Bhalla, directing
maximum deployment of police
force on the ground and keep
tabs on rumours on social
networking sites and through
SMS when the apex court would
announce its verdict.

A herder guides camels as he arrives to take part in annual Pushkar Camel Fair, in Pushkar, on
Wednesday PTI

Time to punish
officers: SC on

stubble burning
AGENCIES
New Delhi

Top officials of  Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh
and Delhi were roasted to-
day by the Supreme Court
for their failure to control
the wave of  pollution that
has gripped most of  north
India. Accusing the offi-
cials of  failing to plan
ahead or take action and
blaming it all on farmers,
the court said, "The time
has come to punish offi-
cers".

As the government's rep-
resentative, the Chief  Sec-
retaries bore the wrath of
the court. Much of  the
court's wrath fell on the
Chief  Secretary of  Punjab,
who was told that it was his
failure. 


