Chinese tech firms censor Uyghur, Tibetan languages

Beijing: Chinese tech companies appear to censor Uyghur and Tibetan by removing their languages from study courses as well as banning comments in them
from their websites. Public concerns about tech-enabled suppression of ethnic minorities have deepened, reported Protocol. As per Talkmate, a language-
learning app that partners with UNESCO, posted via its official Weibo account that it had "temporarily" taken down Tibetan and Uyghur language classes "due
to government policies." This announcement was posted last Friday but appears to have been removed. The app, which appears to champion linguistic
diversity, offers courses in nearly 100 languages, from Urdu and Montenegrin to Creole and Slovak, reported Protocol.
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Taiwan rejects Benjing's ‘one Ghina' principie

AGENCIES | Taipei
Taiwan on Thursday slammed
Beijing for its 'interference' in
the internal matters of the
democratic island after the
Chinese Communist Party said
that Taiwan's participation in
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooper-
ation (APEC) activities must
be based on the 'one China'
principle.

“China’s false statements
have severely undermined the
spirit of APEC,” the Taiwan
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said adding that China should
stop "improper political opera-
tions" and interference with
Taiwan's participation in
APEC-related meetings.

The developments came a day
after Beijing's Taiwan Affairs
Office  spokesperson, Zhu

an

region's

participation

Fenglian said that the "Taiwan APEC activities must be based
on the "one China" principle,

in

Taiwan News reported.

“Since Taiwan joined APEC
in 1991, it has participated in
the economic and trade forum
as a full member,” the Taiwan
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MOFA) said in a statement.

“Taiwan enjoys the same sta-
tus and has the same obliga-
tions as all members. There is
no 'one China' principle in the
agreement allowing Taiwan's
participation in APEC,” MOFA
was quoted as saying by Tai-
wan News.

The ministry also said that it
rejects China's attempts to dis-
tort historical facts and de-
mand acceptance of the "one
China" principle to "create the
illusion" that Taiwan is subor-
dinate to China.

Taiwan is not a part of China
and that the Chinese Commu-

nist Party has never ruled Tai-
wan for even one day. China
has no right to represent Tai-
wanese on the international
stage or anywhere else, Tai-
wan News reported citing
MOFA.

"Only Taiwan's democratical-
ly elected government has the
right to represent the 23.5 mil-
lion Taiwanese," MOFA said.

This came as Beijing claims
sovereignty over the democrat-
ic island and has increased
military incursions in Taiwan.

Taiwan is a democracy of al-
most 24 million people located
off the southeastern coast of
mainland China.

Despite being governed sepa-
rately for more than seven
decades, China has threatened
that "Taiwan's independence"
means war.

For many villages, Taliban take over s a sigh of relief

AGENCIES

R The Taliban takeover
Kabul

brings an end to the
ongoing airstrikes and
gun battles, making
their villages as a

The Taliban takeover in
Afghanistan has brought
with it a different set of
rules and way of life for its

locals, which is being ques- i 1 i
tioned and criticized global- fl’O!‘Iﬂl!‘le flghtmg
ly. The hardline history of pomt in the paSt
the previous Taliban rule,

rights to women, basic tan.

rights to the citizens and
utilization of Afghan soil
for terrorism, are some of

"Now, there is no sound of
shooting. The war is over
and we are happy with the

the many points of serious
concern, that have stopped
any country from officially
recognizing the Taliban
rule.

While the Taliban rule in
Afghanistan has shrouded
the future of the country's
citizens; the new rule has

Taliban."

Another elderly resident
of the village, Hajifat Khan,
celebrates the Taliban vic-
tory by putting colourful
flags and trinkets on the
graves of the Taliban fight-
ers, who died fighting from
Dastan in the past.

"The men and women of
this village are Taliban sup-
porters, young and old.
Now, Im satisfied. Now
there are no infidels," he
said adding that Dastan
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used to be a thriving com-
munity, but shrunk due to
relocation of may families,
who suffered to fighting
and poverty.

Hajifat said that many
families of his village and
many others lost their loved
ones, young and old in at-
tacks by the Taliban insur-
gents and air strikes by US-
led forces, whose target

FORCED LABOUR: Lawsuit
against Hindu body in US

AGENCIES / New York

A prominent Hindu organisation is facing new alle-
gations in an updated lawsuit that it lured labourers
from India and forced hundreds of workers to work
for low wages at its temple sites across the United
States. In May this year, a group of Indian workers had
filed a lawsuit in US District Court alleging violations
of human trafficking and wage law against Bochasan-
wasi Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha
(BAPS), saying they were confined and forced to work
for about USD 1 on constructing the massive Swami-
narayan temple in New Jersey.
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Indian-origin techie sentenced to life
by US court for killing family

LOS ANGELES: Shankar Nagappa Hangud, an Indian-origin IT
professional in the US who dramatically confessed to killing his wife and
three children in 2019 in a week-long crime spree, has been sentenced
to life in prison without parole. Investigators said Hangud, 55, confessed
to killing his wife and three children over several days at his apartment
in California, saying he could not provide for them financially, KCRA-TV
reported on Wednesday. He declined to comment during sentencing in
Placer County, the report said. Hangud made national headlines after
walking into the Mount Shasta Police Department, 320 kilometres north
of Roseville, telling officers he had killed four people.

Magnitude of 6.1 earthquake jolts

Indonesia, no reports of damages

JAKARTA: A 6.1-magnitude earthquake jolted Indonesia's province of
West Papua on Thursday, but no preliminary report on damages or
casualties was issued, the meteorology agency said. The tremors did
not potentially trigger a tsunami, according to the country's
Meteorology, Climatology and Geophysics Agency. The quake occurred
at 12.46 a.m., with the epicentre at 115 km southeast of Kaimana
district and the depth at 14 km under the seabed, the agency said. The
jolts of the quake were not felt, according to the agency.

3,000-yr-old Indian poetry

translated into Arabic

SHARJAH: The Arabic version of a book containing 3,000-year-old
Indian poetry was launched at a private ceremony on the sidelines of
the Sharjah International Book Fair (SIBF). "100 Great Indian Poems" is
an anthology of 28 poems in 28 languages including Kashmiri, Bengali,
Tamil and Urdu and boasts the works of legendary Indian poets like
Mirza Ghalib and Firaq Gorakhpuri. "Some of the poems in the book
are as old as 3,000 years," said Abhay Kumar, the Indian Ambassador
to Madagascar, who edited the book that was first published in 2018
and then translated in various languages (Portuguese, Italian, Spanish,
Malagasy, French, Irish and Nepalese). —Agencies

The Duchess of Sussex, Meghan Markle, ha
apologised to a UK court after admitting
being involved in a biography of her short
tenure as a royal in Britain, despite having

would rarely be in major
cities and would primarily
be focused on rural areas.

The New York Times said in a report on Wednesday
that in the lawsuit filed in New Jersey federal court and
amended last month, BAPS has been accused "of luring

previously denied it. The apology came

of a British newspaper group's appea

month."

labourers from India to work on temples near Atlanta,
Chicago, Houston and Los Angeles, as well as in Rob-
binsville, New Jersey, paying them just USD 450 a

a High Court ruling that it breached
Duchess of Sussex's privacy, by
publishing parts of a letter she
wrote to her father.
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