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Ahead of  the announcement of
the CM face for the Punjab As-
sembly polls by the Congress,
party's state unit chief  Navjot
Singh Sidhu said
"people at the
top" want a weak
chief  minister.

"People at the
top want a weak
chief  minister
who can dance to
their tune," Sid-
hu said address-
ing his supporters here on
Thursday evening.

He did not make it clear
whether he was referring to the
Congress central leadership or
anybody else. When contacted,
his media adviser said Sidhu
was actually referring to the
government at the Centre.

Sidhu's remark came at a time
when Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi is likely to announce the
name of  his party's chief  minis-
terial candidate for the Punjab
polls on Sunday in Ludhiana.

For the last sev-
eral weeks, both
Chief  Minister
Charanjit Singh
Channi and Sid-
hu have directly
or indirectly
made a case for
themselves to be
declared as the

party's nominee for the top post.
Addressing his supporters and

workers after returning from
Mata Vaishno Devi shrine in
Jammu and Kashmir, Sidhu tar-
geted SAD leader Bikram Singh
Majithia, who is fighting
against the Congress leader
from Amritsar East.
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People at top want weak
CM: Sidhu's dig at Gandhis

Scribes union, MediaOne staff move HC against ban
KOCHI: A trade union of working journalists, the editor of MediaOne and some of its
employees have moved the Kerala High Court against the central government's recent
decision to bar the Malayalam news channel's telecast. The Kerala Union of Working
Journalists (KUWJ), Pramod Raman -- editor of MediaOne -- and some employees of the
channel moved two separate pleas in the High Court against the Centre's January 31 decision. 

Protest in old Hyderabad 
over attack on Owaisi
HYDERABAD: There was mild tension around the historic
Mecca Masjid here on Friday as some people tried to take
out a rally to condemn the attack on AIMIM President and
Hyderabad MP Asaduddin Owaisi in Uttar Pradesh. After
Friday prayers at the mosque, some people, especially
youth, raised slogans condemning the attack and
denouncing the BJP and UP Police. They tried to take out a
rally but dispersed peacefully after advice from community
elders. Security was also beefed up at other places in the
old city of Hyderabad and other towns in Telangana to
maintain law and order.

Centre unilaterally announced
riverlinking project: Sidda
BENGALURU: Senior Congress leader Siddaramaiah on
Friday accused the Central government of unilaterally
announcing the river-linking project in the Union Budget
without taking Karnataka into confidence, which, he said,
was against the basic structure of the Constitution and
federalism. He said Tamil Nadu is likely to gain benefit from
the proposed project. Therefore, the Leader of Opposition
in the Karnataka Assembly urged the State government to
immediately call for an all-party meet to discuss and send
the State's unanimous view to the Centre in this regard.

TN local bodies' polls: Multi-cornered
contest on cards
CHENNAI: An interesting multi-cornered contest is on the
cards for the urban local body elections in Tamil Nadu
scheduled for February 19 with opposition parties, which
were with the AIADMK till a few days ago, set to take on
the ruling DMK banking on their respective party's own
strength. The DMK, however, continued to project a picture
of unity and managed to retain its allies hoping to repeat its
resounding victory in the Assembly election last year.

K'taka opens theatres, pools, 
gyms, yoga centres
BENGALURU: Further relaxing Covid-19 curbs, the
Karnataka government on Friday decided to allow
theatres, gyms, yoga centres and swimming pools in the
state to operate at full capacity. The decision was taken
at a meeting chaired by Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai
with the Health Minister, senior officials and technical
advisory committee representatives. "Certain curbs like-
theatres, gyms, yoga centres, swimming pools among
others to operate with 50 per cent capacity had
continued. At today's meeting, it has been decided to
relax these curbs by following certain precautionary
measures," Health Minister K Sudhakar said.

ED attaches FDs of T'gana firm 
in money laundering case 
NEW DELHI: The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has
attached assets of a Telangana-based company in
connection with a money laundering case linked to the
illegal manufacture of a scheduled drug, the federal
agency said on Friday. A provisional order has been
issued under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) to attach Rs 1.93 crore-worth fixed deposits of
Hygro Chemicals Pharmtek Pvt Ltd located in Medak
district of the state, it said in a statement. The
company is accused of "illegally manufacturing and
dealing" in a scheduled drug identified as Dextro
Propoxyphene Hydrochloride.

News from South

Tibetan Youth Congress members during a protest
against Beijing Winter Olympic 2022, at Teen
Murti Chowk near the Chinese Embassy, in New
Delhi, on Friday PTI

6 convicted for planting bomb
near ex-Pondy CM's house
PUDUCHERRY: A special court in Puducherry
has convicted six persons belonging to a
fundamentalist Tamil outfit, Tamilar Viduthalai
Padai for planting a bomb near the residence of
former Chief Minister of Puducherry, V.
Narayanasamy, officials said on Friday. On January
23, 2014, Narayanasamy's staff members found a
bomb planted under a car in front of his official
residence. The senior Congress leader was then
the Chief Minister of Puducherry. Later, the
National Investigation Agency (NIA) conducted a
probe and arrested the culprits.

525 elephants died in TN 
infive years: Study
CHENNAI: A study by the Tamil Nadu Forest
Department has revealed that 525 wild elephants
have died in the state in the last five years. While
125 elephants lost their lives in 2017, 84 died in
2018, 108 in 2019, 110 in 2020, and 98 in 2021,
according to the study. Despite the alarming
deaths, the Central government has not
sanctioned any funds under the 'Project Elephant'
initiative in the past two years -- 2020-21 and
2021-22.

Kerala lifts quarantine rules 
for int'l passengers 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, Feb 4 (IANS) A
meeting chaired by Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Friday lifted the quarantine norms for
all international passengers coming to the state
and also decided to reopen colleges and schools
for classes 10 to 12 from February 7. This
decision came after the meeting was held to
review the existing Covid-19 guidelines in the
state. These new guidelines have come at a time
when the daily new Covid cases in Kerala in the
past several days stood above 50,000, which
decreased to 42,677 cases on Thursday.

WITH SHAH HIS SIDE, YOGI FILES NOMINATION FROM GORAKHPUR

Yogi worth just Rs 1.54 crore;
revolver and gun his assets

FP BUREAU/LUCKNOW

On Friday, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath filed
his nomination from home
turf  Gorakhpur in the pres-
ence of Union home minister
Amit Shah. Incidentally, this is
the first time the chief  minis-
ter, who has represented
Gorakhpur in the Lok Sabha
five times, is contesting an as-
sembly election. 

In his election affidavit,
Adityanath declared assets
worth Rs 1,54,94,054 (Rs 1.54
crore). This includes cash in
hand, balance in six bank ac-
counts and savings. The chief
minister also owns a Samsung mobile
phone worth Rs 12,000, a revolver worth
Rs 1,00,000 and a rifle worth Rs 80,000.
Besides, he owns a gold ear ornament
weighing 20 gm and worth Rs 49,000; his
other valuables are a gold chain and
Rudraksha neck ornament weighing 10
grams and worth Rs 20,000. But he does
not own any agricultural or non-agricul-
tural property, as per his poll affidavit.
There is no vehicle registered in his
name, nor does he have any liabilities. 

Both Shah and Yogi addressed a rally
before filing the nomination papers.
Speaking on the occasion, Shah boasted

that the BJP would cross the 300-mark
in the Assembly yet again. He pointed
out that the people had reposed faith in
the BJP in 2014, 2017 and 2019 elections
and would continue to do so. He assert-
ed that UP is prospering under the able
leadership of  Yogi and people would
elect him with a vast majority. In a
throwback to the year 2013, when he
was made in charge of  UP, Shah re-
called that skeptics would say that the
BJP would not even reach double digits.
However, the BJP and its allies secured
323 seats in 2017; this time, too, the per-
formance would be replicated.

UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath with Union Home Minister
Amit Shah files his nomination for upcoming UP Assembly
elections, in Gorakhpur, on Friday PTI

UP election is
about brotherhood
vs BJP: Akhilesh 

AGRA

Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh Ya-
dav on Friday took a swipe at the ruling
BJP asking if  anyone saw criminals flee-
ing the state as the party has been claim-
ing.

He said the SP will ensure a historic de-
feat to BJP and will send Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath back to Uttarakhand.

"Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar gave
us the Constitution on which the country
is run and this election is also about safe-
guarding the Constitution.

"This is why Samajwadi Party is taking
along people from all groups. This elec-
tion is about brotherhood versus BJP,"
the SP chief  said, addressing a joint press
conference with his alliance partner
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) chief  Jayant
Chaudhary. "The people of  the state will
vote on issues and send the chief  minis-
ter back to Uttarakhand," Akhilesh said
referring to Yogi Adityanath's ancestral
roots in Uttarakhand.

Asked about the attack on AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi in Meerut on Thurs-
day, the SP president said such incidents
should not occur in a democratic nation.

"People are saying that the criminals
have left Uttar Pradesh. Did anyone see
these criminals when they were leaving
the state? Violence is not acceptable in
democracy and it raises questions on the
law and order situation in the state,"
Akhilesh said.


